September 20, 2006

The Honorable John McCain
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senator McCain:

I have followed with great interest the debate over whether to redefine in law Common
Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions. I join my distinguished predecessors as Chairman
oftheJointChiefsofSuﬂ:‘,Genm]steyandPowell,inmpmsingoonoemregarding
the contemplated change. Such a move would, I believe, hinder our efforts to win
America’s wars and protect American soldiers.

CommonArﬁch3mdassoddeemmprovisiomhweoﬂaedlegdprOMm
our troops since 1949. American soldiers are trained to Geneva standards and, in some
cm,ﬂ\msmndndsmnsﬁmeetbemlypmhcﬁonsremainingaﬂercaptm Given our
military’s extraordinary presence around the world, Geneva protections are critical.

Should the Congress redefine Common Article 3 in domestic statute, the United States
wouldbeinviﬁngsimihr,mcimcalacﬁonbyodlerpmﬁestothc&aty. Such an action
wouldmdataﬁblcsigmlmothﬁNaﬁomdmtﬁwUnimdSmismempﬁngmww
down its obligations under Geneva. At 2 time when we are deeply engaged in a war of
idcas,aswellasaw-ronﬂ:cbmleﬁeld,tlﬁswouldbeanegregiousmisukaIﬁrmly
believethatnotonlyissuchamovelmneewsuy,itpotmﬁaﬂysubjectsommenand
women in uniform to uonecessary danger.

The legislation sponsored by Senator Warner, which would enumerate war crime
offenses while remaining silent on America’s obligations under Common Article 3, is a
better course of action. By doing so, our men and women in the field will have the clarity
they require, we can still MumgneMDﬁsls,andomsaﬁcepmomelwinhmthe
undiluted protections offered by the Geneva Convention. -

Respectfully,

i Soblon

General H. Hugh Shelton
P.O. Box 2082
Morehead City, NC 28557



